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"Hello  Girls''  Will  Remain 


New    Telephone    Developments    Offer  Improvements 


ALBERTA  Government  Telephones  has 
kept  apace  with  the  growth  of  the 
whole  telephone  industry.  New 
developments  and  gadgets  have  been 
designed  to  offer  much-improved  service  to 
an  ever-increasing  number  of  subscribers. 
Recently  AGT  introduced  two  new  develop- 
ments, a  loudspeaking  telephone,  and  an 
electronic  secretary. 

The  loud-speaking  telephone  is  the 
newest  project.  It  enables  persons  to  make 
and  take  calls  without  lifting  the  receiver. 
A  tiny  microphone  hidden  in  the  base  of  the 
telephone,  and  a  small  loudspeaker,  serve 
in  place  of  the  handset. 

The  electronic  secretary,  on  the  market 
a  few  months,  is  a  device  that  auto- 
matically answers  a  telephone  and  records 
messages  in  the  absence  of  a  subscriber. 

A  provincial  radio-telephony  network 
was  completed  in  recent  months  and  work 
is  well  under  way  on  the  Alberta  section 
of  the  Trans-Canada  micro-wave  system. 
The  latter  is  expected  to  be  completed  and 
in  operation  by  fall  of  next  year. 

Feature  of  the  loud-speaker  telephone  is 
that  a  person  can  write,  read  or  work  with 
both  hands  while  carrying  on  a  conversa- 
tion. The  instrument  is  equipped  with 
volume  control.  To  make  a  call  you  simply 
press  the  "on"  button  and  dial  in  the  usual 
way,  but  without  lifting  the  receiver.  Upon 
completing  the  conversation  you  press  the 
"off"  button.  Should  a  party  require  privacy 
when  making  a  call,  he  needs  only  to  lift 
the  receiver  and  the  loudspeaker  and  micro- 
phone automatically  cut-off. 

The  instrument  itself  is  of  the  latest  type 
with  the  numbering  and  letters  on  the  out- 
side of  the  dial.  It  is  also  equipped  with 
a  tiny  signal  light  which,  when  on,  signi- 
fies that  the  phone  is  "off  the  hook," 

Designed  in  England  in  1947,  it  was 
introduced  to  Canada  in  1955  and  placed 
on  the  Alberta  market  early  this  year.  Its 
subscriber  cost  is  about  $5  over  the 
ordinary  wall  set. 

The  Electronic  Secretary  automatic  tele- 
phone answering  device  is  used  in  con- 
juction  with  regular  business  or  home  tele- 
phones.   During  a  subscriber's  absence  a 


courteous  recorded  voice  on  a  record  disc 
relays  a  message  asking  the  caller  to  leave 
a  message  which  is  recorded.  It  can  handle 
240  fifteen-second  calls,  which  are  played 
back  by  the  subscriber  when  he  returns  to 
his  office  or  home. 

The  development  does  not  interfere  with 
normal  telephone  answering  operations. 
Ail  messages  can  be  erased  from  the  wire 
spool  at  the  option  of  the  subscriber,  and 
the  recording  wire  used  again. 

An  Electronic  Secretary  can  be  rented 
for  approximately  $15  monthly. 

Other  new  developments  in  telephones 
put  into  operation  by  AGT  are  sets  for  the 
hard  of  hearing,  and  anti-noise  models. 

Now  completed  and  in  operation  is 
the   radio-telephony   network   of  Alberta 


Government  Telephones.  It  stretches  from 
Medicine  Hat,  Lethbridge  and  Pincher 
Creek  in  the  south  to  Peace  River  and 
Beaverlodge  in  the  north. 

The  network  enables  persons  with  car 
telephones  to  place  a  call  anywhere  by 
calling  the  operator  and  giving  her  the 
number  required.  An  ever-increasing  list 
of  subscribers  now  totals  over  450.  Charge 
per  month  is  about  $7.00  plus  an  additional 
charge  for  each  call. 

Work  on  the  Alberta  leg  of  the  Trans- 
Canada  micro-wave  system  is  progressing 
well  according  to  officials.  When  com- 
pleted the  system  will  provide  unrestricted 
long  distance  circuits  to  all  parts  of  Canada 
and  the  United  States. 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Alberta  Government  Telephones'  stenographer  Florence  Mowser  smiles  approvingly 
while  typing  notes  directly  from  the  loud-speaking  telephone,  new  device  recently 
introduced  to  the  Alberta  market  by  AGT.  Feature  of  the  phone  is  that  operation 
leaves  both  hands  free.  The  loud-speaker  on  the  desk  near  IVIiss  Mowser  and  a 
tiny  microphone  in  the  base  of  the  telephone  replaces  the  handset.  The  phone 
can  be  operated  in  regular  fashion  by  pressing  a  button. 
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New  Telephone  Development 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

As  an  incidental  feature,  in  addition  to 
providing  telephone  service,  the  micro- 
wave system  will  make  it  possible  to  carry 
live  television  programs  to  all  parts  of 
Canada. 

"Customer  toll  dialing"  where  a  person 
will  be  able  to  dial  any  number  in  North 
America  from  his  own  phone  is  another  cur- 
rent project  of  AGT.  However,  it  is  not 
expected  that  customer  toll  dialing  will  go 
into  effect  for  another  few  years. 

By  1959  or  1960  direct  operator  toll  dial- 
ing will  be  in  full  use  across  North  America. 
Should  a  party  in  Edmonton  want  to  con- 
tact a  party  in  New  York  he  needs  only 
to  call  the  Edmonton  long  distance  operator 
who  will  be  able  to  dial  the  New  York 
number  from  her  switchboard. 

The  mammoth  long-range  project  is  the 
result  of  much  planning  plus  a  series 
of  revolutionary  advances  in  telephonic 
equipment  design:  automatic  toll-switching 
and  automatic  message  accounting  equip- 
ment. The  program  has  also  brought  about 
the  initial  stage  of  setting  up  a  continent- 
wide  numbering  plan  and  toll-switching 
plan. 

The  numbering  plan  divides  Canada  and 
the  United  States  into  107  separate  geo- 


graphical areas.  Each  area,  identified  by 
a  three  digit  code  (Alberta's  is  403),  can 
contain  a  maximum  of  500  central  offices. 

Areas  are  divided  into  various  "centres" 
with  a  sectional  office.  Calgary  has  been 
selected  as  Alberta's  sectional  centre  with 
19  trunks  extended  to  various  "toll"  centres. 
The  latter  serve  a  cluster  of  nearby  com- 
munities. The  Sectional  Centre  has  trunks 
leading  to  a  Regional  Centre  (Regina), 
which,  in  turn,  leads  to  the  National  Centre 
(proposed  at  St.  Louis). 

Every  community  in  each  area  is  desig- 
nated by  a  code  number.  Prior  to  the 
operation  of  this  project  every  subscriber 
in  North  America  will  be  assigned  a  two- 
letter,  five-figure  telephone  number.  The 
two  letters  and  the  first  number  identify 
the  town  or  city,  the  last  four  numbers,  the 
subscriber. 

When  customer  toll  dialing  goes  into 
effect  a  person  in  New  York  wanting  to 
call  a  Lethbridge  number  will  have  to  dial 
403  to  designate  the  Alberta  area;  Fairfax 
8,  for  Lethbridge,  and  four  more  numerals 
to  get  the  subscriber.  Thus  any  person 
anywhere  outside  Alberta  dialing  403-FA- 
8-2022  v/ill  get  a  Lethbridge  party. 

An  automatic  brain  starts  to  work  at  the 
moment  the  first  three  numbers  are  dialed,  j 
In   a   matter   of   micro-seconds    it  looks/t 
through  its  file  of  available  routes,  selects 


It's  not  too  often  anyone  having  to  do 
with  snowplows  can  complain  ol  the 
heat,  but  this  January  in  June  picture 
shows  the  complaint  in  the  making.  A 
worker  at  the  Scona  shops  ol  the 
Alberta  Department  of  Highways  is 
pictured  working  on  one  of  the  ten-ton 
snowplows  operated  by  the  govern- 
ment. The  Highways  Department,  as 
most  other  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment, are  generally  working  months 
ahead  in  order  to  be  able  to  cope  with 
conditions  as  they  develop. 

that  shoots  the  call  on  its  way.  Engineers 
declare  there  is  no  way  they  can  determine 
the  route  that  was  taken  by  a  call  through 
the  maze  of  selector  boards  and  automatic 
route  determination.  The  equipment  is 
entirely  "on  its  own." 

Automatic  messages  accounting  equip- 
ment will  do  the  billing  of  customer-dialed 
calls.  • 
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Official  opening  of  the  new  three-quarter  million  dollar  bridge  over  the  Athabasca 
near  Fort  Assiniboine  August  15  marked  the  beginning  of  one  era  and  the  end  of 
another.  Shown  here  is  the  four  span  through-truss  bridge.  Inset  is  the  58-year-old 
Holmes  Crossing  ferry  making  its  last  trip  at  3  p.m.  that  day.  The  locale  boasts  an 
historic  past.  The  famous  "Trail  of  '98"  crossed  the  Athabasca  at  the  ferry  point. 
Just  beyond  the  bridge  and  ferry  is  located  "heartbreak  hill"  where  many  a  gold- 
fevered  fortune  hunter  faltered.  Even  experienced  horse  handlers  found  it  extremely 
difficult  to  drive  teams  of  horses  and  mules  to  the  top. 


The  1956  edition  of  the  Alberta  Trade 
Index,  Manufacturer's  Section,  has  been 
published  and  is  available  on  request  to 
businessmen  from  the  Alberta  Department 
of  Industries  and  Labor. 

Prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  the 
well-illustrated  230-page  index  contains 
complete  information  on  all  Alberta  manu- 
facturers and  their  products. 

The  names  and  addresses  of  manufactur- 
ing firms  are  listed  in  one  of  the  sections 
of  the  index.  Types  of  products  and  the 
approximate  employee  size  of  firm  are  also 
shown.  Another  section  deals  with  products 
of  manufacturing  plants  and  lists  the  names 
and  addresses  of  the  firms  producing  the 
specific  product. 

To  show  opportunities  for  new  manu- 
facturing plants  in  the  province  a  third 
division  lists  major  imports  cleared  through 
customs'  ports  located  in  Alberta  during 
1954.  Information  as  to  materials  used 
in  manufacturing,  and  as  to  quantity  and 
value  of  Alberta  manufacturers,  in  1954, 
are  shov;"n  separately. 

The  directory  also  details  the  names  and 
addresses  of  provincial  coal  mines,  quar- 
ries, publications,  radio  stations  and  tele- 
vision stations.  • 
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'Hat  Captures  Canadian  Fatality  Free  Record 


Medicine  Hat,  Alberta,  holds  the 
Canadian  record  for  the  number  of 
fdays  free  of  traf^c  fatalitTcs',  as  re- 
cognized  by  the  Canadian  Safety 
Council.  As  of  j*lugust  20,  the  city 
could  boast  of  647  days  wherein 
no  life  was  lost  j  by  traffic  mishap 
jon  its  streets.  The  figure  is  well  in 
[excess  of  tlie  50l)  day  total  hope- 
fully aimed  for  a  while  ago  and  well 
on  the  road  to  thje  1,000  day  mark, 
and  beyond.  While  Medicine  Hat 
holds  the  official  Canadian  record,  it 
bows  with  deference  to  Niagara 
Falls,  Ont.,  which  boasted  of  1,051 
days  of  death  |rce  driving  until 
August  8  of  this  year.  This  record, 
being  set  in  a  predominantly  tourist 
traffic  centre,  wasi  not  recognized  by 
the    Association.  )    Previous  record 


holder  was  Fort 


William  with  628 


days,  ending  March  26  of  this  year. 

The  Alberta  city's  campaign  be- 
gan when  the  newspaper  there.  The 
News,  began  a  isafe-driving-before- 
Christmas  campaign  in  its  columns 
last  year.  Check  of  records  disclosed 
that  420  days  hajl  gone  by  without 


Ray  Yarjau  j  stops  for  gas 
at  Amos  Motors  in  Medi- 
cine Hat  and  exchanges 


opinions  on 


A.  Amos, 


the  current 


safety  camplaign  with  E. 


president  of 


the  Medicine  Hat  Safety 
Council.  I 

a  fatality  on  the  city  streets.  Editor 
;W,  Hogle,  his  so^  Bruce,  news  edi- 
Itor,  and  assistant  publisher  Fred  Mc- 
Guinness,  started  a|  drive  to  encourage 
jpeople  to  try  to  m£|ke  a  500-day  death 
(free  record. 

When  that  mark  was  reached  and 
passed  March  26  j  of  this  year,  the 
taewly  formed  Safety  Council  headed 
by  E.  A.  Amos,  the  newspaper  execu- 
tives, the  city  c^Duncil  headed  by 
Mayor  H.  Veiner  sjnd  Chief  of  Police 
A.  R.  Bull  held  a  ispecial  conference. 
It  was  decided  an  all-out  drive  would 
be  undertaken  to  Iteep  the  record  in- 
tact. The  direct  jrcsult  has  been  a 
strict  enforcement  'of-.aU-feEa 
The  police  department  detailed  two 
men,  in  ordinary  cars,  to  do  nothing 
but  patrol  city  streets  on  the  watch 
for  violators  of  traffic  rules. 

New  signal  lights  have  been  instal- 
MHUKducational    programs  have 


been  instituted  at  the  schools  and, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  A.M.A. 

school  pafrbTs  uhdeT~^T)Tf«^toT  W. 
McQueen,  a  system  of  penalties  was 
arranged.  Violators,  either  student  or 
teacher,  of  any  rule  of  the  road,  can 
be  fined  by  tlie  school  boy  patrol 
the  sum  of  25  cents.  One  student 
council  even  went  so  far  as  to  obtain 
student  approval  for  a  plan  of  bicycle 
impoundment  should  the  rider  break 
any  of  the  regulations. 

Biggest  supporters  of  the  drive 
were  the  21,000  citizens  of  Medicine 
Hat  tliemselves.  Current  topic  of 
conversation  is  the  number  of  death- 
free  days  their  city  has  enjoyed  to 
date.  They  have  endorsed  the  action 
of  the  newspaper  in  printing,  with 
complete  details,  the  names  and  of- 
fences of  all  tliose  who  are  sum- 
monsed for  infractions  of  the  road 
laws.  The  paper  goes  further,  and 
keeps  a  box  score  on  the  front  page. 
It  tells  of  the  record  reached  that 
day,  the  number  of  offenders  ap- 
pearing in  court  that  day,  by  classi- 
fication, and  the  total  of  each  to 
date. 

Reporters  confide  that  the  people 
are  much  more  sensitive  to  having 
their  names  printed  than  they  are  to 
paying  a  fine.  "It's  a  fine  deterrent," 
enthuse  safety  officials. 

Everyone  is  on  the  safety  band- 
wagon now.    But  the  way  is  still  led 
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Newspapermen  who  sparked  the  campaign  are.  from  left 
to  right.  Fred  McGuinness,  assistant  publisher  of  The  News. 
News  Editor  Bruce  Vogle.  and  Editor  Bill  Vogh 


ignorance  of  the  campaign.  Service 
station  operators,  noting  the  foreign 
license,  will  suggest  to  them  they  be 
careful  and  tell  of  the  pride  in  the 
day's  total.    Storekeepers,  and  even 


1 


passers-by,  will  tipBff  the  visitor 
the  strict  laws  Md  enforcement. 
There  have  been  virtually  no  objec- 
tions by  any  of  them  to  date. 
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Signs  at  the  outskirts  of  the  city  proclaim  the  fact  of  the 
safety  drive,  along  with  prideful  statement  as  to  total 
number  of  fatality-free  days  gained  so  far.  lust  beyond 
the  sign,  within  the  city  limits,  one  of  the  ghost  car 
prowlers  maintained  by  the  city  is  used  to  stop  a  motorist 
while  the  officer  checks  the  driver. 
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This  is  the  "box  score"  as 
it  is  printed  each  day  in 
the  upper  comer  of  the 
front  page  of  the  news- 
paper at  Medicine  Hat. 


by  the  people  themselves,  headed  by 
the  Safety  Council.  The  14  men  on 
it  compose  a  good  cross  section  of 
the  population,  including  a  car  dealer, 
paper  publisher,  district  agriculturist, 
banker,  broker"  transport  op8 
service  station  operator,  civic  em- 
ployee and  others. 

What's  the  reaction  of  out-of- 
towners?  They  are  as  enthusiastic 
as  the  residents.     None  are  left  in 
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WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 

"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to  acquaint  the  people 
the  Province  of  Alberta  with  the  administration  and  services  of  their 
viaciaL-Goverameut^ 


iaterial,  but  a 


There  are  no  restricti&, 
line  would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should  be  accompanied  by  the  mailing  addrens 
label  on  the  front  of  this  issue.  No  charge  is  made  for  "Within  Our  Borders," 
and  new  readers  are  invited  to  forward  their  names  and  addresses  to:  "Within 
Our  Borders"  Legislative  Buildings.  Edmonton. 
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Irrigation  Helps  Scheme 


Project  Proves  Worth  As  Weed  Free  Crops  Flourish 


CONTROLLED  production  of  legume 
seed  crops  means  extra  dollars  to  the 
farmers  of  the  Hays  Seed  Control 
Area.  Situated  north  of  Taber,  in  the  heart 
of  southern  Alberta's  irrigation  district,  the 
Hays  project  is  particularly  suited  to  the 
growing  of  these  types  of  crop  because  of 
the  relative  newness  and  cleanliness  of  the 
land. 

Under  provisions  of  the  Seed  Control 
Areas  Act,  any  district  may  become  a  seed 
control  area  if  after  a  vote  is  taken,  two- 
thirds  of  the  residents  are  in  favour  of  con- 
trolled production.  Peers  and  Wanham, 
both  new  farming  areas,  are  two  other  dis- 
tricts in  Alberta  that  have  instituted  seed 
control  regulations.  The  purpose  of  these 
regulations  is  to  provide  protection  for  the 
farmer  who  wishes  to  grow  legume  seed 
crops.  This  is  achieved  by  preventing  the 
growing  of  different  varieties  that  may 
eventually  become  mixed  and  are  thus 
unsuitable  for  sale  as  seed. 

Besides  limiting  the  type  of  legume  crops 
that  can  be  grown,  the  Hays  area  has  the 
unique  feature  of  being  the  only  farming 
district  in  Canada  where  planned  farm- 
steads complete  with  roads  and  irrigation 
ditches,  were  laid  out  in  advance  of  settle- 
ment. Previously  a  wide  expanse  of  prairie 
land,  this  area  was  converted  from  a  com- 


A  bumper  crop  of  LaSalle  red  clover 
brings  smiles  of  satisfaction  to  district 
agriculturist  Bob  Simmonds  Cleft)  and 
farmer  Paul  Gates.  The  field  is  one  of 
many  legume  seed  crops  to  be  found  in 
the  Hays  Seed  Control  area  of  southern 
Alberta. 


A  sign  and  an  irrigation 
canal  mark  the  beginning 
of  the  Hays  Seed  Control 
Area  of  southern  Alberta 
where  farmers  have  voted 
in  favour  of  controlling 
the  types  of  legume  and 
grass  seed  crops  that  can 
be  grown. 


munity  pasture  into  intensified  farming 
units. 

Part  of  a  Prairie  Farms  Rehabilitation 
Act  program  to  establish  farmers  from 
drought  ridden  areas  of  Saskatchewan  on 
new  irrigation  land  in  southern  Alberta, 
the  proiect  was  started  in  1951.  Since  then 
a  total  of  156  families  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  120  acre  farms  that  lie  within 
the  27,000  acres  of  the  Hays  area. 

All  roads  in  this  project  follow  the  con- 
tour of  the  land  in  order  to  permit  ease  of 
farming.  Irrigation  ditches  which  twist 
and  wind  across  the  broad  rolling  prairie 
have  been  designed  to  carry  water  to  the 
maximum  amount  of  crop  and  at  the  same 
time  eliminate  the  dangers  of  erosion 
through  controlling  the  flow  of  water  along 
the  face  of  each  hill  rather  than  straight 
down  it. 

Soon  after  the  land  was  settled  a  vote 
was  taken  among  the  farmers  to  see  if  they 
wished  to  restrict  the  types  of  legume  and 
grass  crops  that  could  be  grown.  When 
90  percent  voted  in  favour,  an  election  was 
held  to  select  the  three  farmer  members 
who  would  be  part  of  a  committee  that 
would  suggest  regulations  to  be  adopted 
by  farmers  of  the  area.  The  fourth  member, 
a  district  agriculturist  from  Taber,  was 
appointed  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture 
according  to  stipulations  of  the  Act. 

The  area  was  divided  into  two  portions; 
farms  lying  north  of  the  main  canal  were 
permitted  to  grow  Ladak  alfalfa  and  those 
to  the  south  could  grow  Vernal  alfalfa.  It 
was  decided  by  the  committee  that  LaSalle 
should  be  the  only  variety  of  red  clover 
grown  in  both  area. 

The  cash  returns  from  Legume  seed  crops 
are  approximately  twice  that  of  grain  crops 
and  consequently  it  is  a  highly  desirable 
type  of  crop.  The  main  difficulty  in  raising 
legume  seed  is  that  of  keeping  it  weed  free 
and  pure  to  variety.  By  limiting  the  clover 
crop  to  one  particular  type,  the  danger  of 
it  becondng  polluted  with  other  varieties, 
was  eliminated.  The  land  was  weed  free 
when  first  settled  and  through  good  farm- 
ing practices  this  condition  still  remains. 

The  change  from  dry-land  farming  to 
irrigation  presented  many  problems.  New 


types  of  machinery  had  to  be  used,  dif- 
ferent methods  of  farming  had  to  be 
adopted,  and  the  use  of  irrigation  water 
was  something  entirely  new.  Members  of 
the  Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture, 
working  in  co-operation  with  the  P.F.R.A. 
staff  members  conducted  meetings,  held 
schools  on  irrigation  problems,  and  or- 
ganized tree  planting  clinics,  to  help  the 
new  settlers  solve  the  many  problems 
encountered  in  this  completely  different 
way  of  farming. 

Very  important  in  the  success  of  this 
project  is  the  adoption  of  mixed  farming 
practices  which  rely  heavily  on  the  raising 
of  livestock.  The  growing  of  registered 
grain  and  legume  seed  crops  is  a  very 
profitable  type  of  farming.  However  it  has 
been  found  that  irrigated  land  can  be 
utilized  to  its  greatest  advantage  through 
mixed  farming. 

Along  with  encouraging  the  raising  of 
livestock,  another  program  that  the  District 
Agriculturist  is  vitally  interested  in  is  the 
raising  of  cannery  crops.  Beans  from  15 
one  acre  plots  are  now  being  shipped  to 
Taber  and  it  is  hoped  that  eventually  a 
wide  variety  of  produce  will  be  raised  for 
the  cannery  market.  • 


Coming  Events 

Aug.  29- 

Sept.  10    Fall  Race  Meet  Calgary 

Sept.    2-  8  W ashington  Nat'l  Insur.  Co   Banff 

Sept.    3       Cochrane  Rodeo  _    Cochrane 

Sept.    3-  3    Totem  Pole  Golf  Tournament  Jasper 

Sept.    4-  7    Intern'l  Assoc.  of  Electro-typers  and 

Stereotypers    Lake  Louise 

Sept.    912    Kinsmen  Clubs     Jasper 

Sept.    9-15    Can.  Fed.  Hatchery  Assoc  JEdmonton 

Sept.  13-15    Chemical  Instit.  of  Can  Edmonton 

Sept.  10-13    Ohio  Nat'l.  Life  Insurance  Co   Banff 

Sept.  13-16    Assoc.  of  French  Speaking  Physicians 

In  Canada  _  _  Jasper 

Sept.  18-21    Chief  Constables  Assoc.  of  Can.  Calgary 

Sept.  19-26    Superintendents  of  Insurance  of  the 

Provinces  of  Canada  _  Edmonton 

Sept.  21       Ford  of  Can.  District  Conf.   Edmonton 

Sept.  24-2ii    Canadian  Press  and  Daily 

Newspapers  Assoc  _„   Edmonton 

Oct.  16-18    Union  of  Alberta  Municipalities  Lethbridge 


